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Please note we’ve updated the instructions and forms for 2025. Although the omamori and
prayers have not changed, the instructions have been updated. Please read the instructions
carefully. Feel free to contact the office with any questions.

About Hoshi Matsuri (Star Festival)

Since ancient times, people have looked to the heavens to divine fortunes and to orient
ourselves to the future. We are said to be born under certain stars, which influence our
personalities and destinies.

The scriptures that Kobo Daishi brought back to Japan identified nine stars that govern our
lives. As the stars move across the sky, their luck may change. Each year some stars are
considered “black” with bad luck, while others will be considered “white.”

At Koboji, we conduct an annual Hoshi Matsuri service based on the astrology of Shingon
Esoteric Buddhism. During this service, we make a goma fire on the temple altar to make
offerings to the stars that govern the fortunes of the upcoming year. For those with “black”
stars, we pray for the avoidance of misfortunes and disasters. For those with “white” stars,
we pray that their blessings may be enhanced even further.

About Hoshi Matsuri (Star Festival) Omamori and Prayers

Those who apply for an omamori will be given one with their name, star, and age written on
it. Each omamori is carefully handwritten and blessed in the goma fire conducted in
February.

The following five types of hoshi omamori are distributed at Koboji. These omamori have
not changed and remain the same as in past years.

e Family Omamori (gold color paper): One omamori for family prosperity and
harmony will be created for each request form submitted according to the last name
of the “person in charge.” Received by donation.

o If there are multiple family units on one form, a Sub-Family Omamori (white
paper) is created one per each sub-family. Received by donation.

e Regular Hoshi Omamori (gold color paper): For individuals with white stars or who
already have a Lifetime Omamori. This omamori signifies that prayers are made for
you. Suggested donation of $3 per person.

e Special Protection Omamori (red color paper): For individuals with black or partial
black stars. This omamori has a special prayer for the avoidance of misfortune. A
Regular Hoshi Omamori will also be created for you. Suggested donation of $9 per
person and includes a Regular and Special omamori.

e Lifetime Omamori (red brocade): Only one Lifetime Omamori is typically
needed, but you may request a replacement if yours is lost or damaged. Suggested
donation of $50 per person.



Instructions to Complete the Hoshi Matsuri Omamori Request Form
Person-In-Charge: Please list a single individual as the Person-in-Charge. This individual
should be listed on the first line of the table. The Family Omamori will be made according
to the family name of this person.

Column A: If multiple families are listed on this form, please indicate the head of household
for each family by checking the box next to their name.
Columb B: Write the full name of the person to receive a prayer and omamori. No
nicknames.
Column C: Date of birth in mm/dd/yyyy.
Column D: Age of the person in 2025.
Column E: Star name according to the star chart. You may omit writing “sei” at the end.
Column F: Check only one box per person. Please consult the 2025 star chart and
select the appropriate omamori and prayer request.
e R = Regular Omamori for those with white stars or those who =z
already have Lifetime Omamori
e S = Special Protection Omamori for those with black or partial-
black stars
e L = Lifetime Omamori. Lifetime omamori should be requested only
once in a person’s lifetime unless lost or damaged.

Receiving Hoshi Omamori — Following Hoshi Matsuri (Star Festival) Service
The hoshi omamori must be blessed in the goma fire held during the Hoshi Matsuri service,
so it cannot be received until after February 9.

You may pick up your omamori following the service or request to have it mailed to you. If
you prefer to have it mailed in February:

e Ensure your address is CLEARLY written.

e Write 'MAIL' in the top left corner of the register.

e Include additional shipping and handling fees with your form.

Do not include stamps or self-addressed stamped envelopes. USPS limits the thickness and
weight of First Class letters, so omamori will be shipped via USPS Ground Advantage.

Please do not include any house omamori requests or other requests on your hoshi
omamori form or with your hoshi omamori donation. For those members on Oahu who are
truly unable to visit the temple due to frailty, please contact the office (808-841-7033 or
office@koboji.org) for a separate house omamori form.

Deadline — January 19

Please submit your form to the office by Friday, January 19. Late requests may be assessed
a late fee of $50. Absolutely no Hoshi Omamori requests will be accepted on the day of the
service.

More Information
The Koboji office is available to answer any questions. Please call 808-841-7033 or email
office@koboji.org.



